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	SPARKLING RED


NV ROCKFORD BLACK SHIRAZ (DISGORGED AUG 2001)
!!
$120.00
REGION: BAROSSA VALLEY, SOUTH AUSTRALIA
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The wine is made up of two components: the base wine and the vintage selection. The base wine is a solera of Barossa shiraz held in big old casks. The initial base material was from 500 cases of old Barossa shiraz offered to Robert O'Callaghan in the early 1980's. Each subsequent vintage after 1984, the best quality shiraz was added to the solera – until 1988, when the first vintage of Black Shiraz was disgorged. The vintage selection, on the other hand, is essentially Rockford Basket Press Shiraz that has been aged in oak for 3 years. Those barrels deemed suitable for Black Shiraz are blended with an equal amount of wine from the solera. Half of the blend is returned to the solera (thus ensuring its continuation) and the other half seeded with yeast and sugar to induce fermentation, and bottled. The wine is disgorged some months later (now sparkling) and topped up with super-ripe Barossa shiraz. This means that each new release of Black Shiraz is roughly a 50/50 blend of three-year-old Barossa shiraz and the solera wine that has been going since the early 1980's – it is no ordinary wine. 

"This, quite simply, is a great sparkling Shiraz, inspired by the Sparkling Burgundies of Colin Preece at Great Western, and made using fundamentally the same techniques. The base wine is matured in large old wood for three years before being tiraged, and then left on lees for a year before disgorgement and further cellaring prior to release."  James Halliday
Jeremy Oliver – 95 points (No review available. Drink 2004-2008.)

Drink Now to 2010













Symbols:      limited stock   !       very limited stock   !!            hot special   $$$

