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	SAUVIGNON BLANC


2009 GREYWACKE MARLBOROUGH SAUVIGNON BLANC

$23.95
REGION: MARLBOROUGH, NEW ZEALAND

"The cloudy bay finishing school has some fine alumni, such as James Healy, now of Dog Point, and viticulturist Ivan Sutherland. But its most recent graduate, Kevin Judd, is its most distinguished. For he was Cloudy Bay's first winemaker, and his last vintage in 2009 was his 25th in [image: image1.jpg]GREYWACKE




charge of what is arguably the world's most famous producer of sauvignon blanc. 

His recruitment by David Hohnen of Cape Mentelle preceded the identification of the region in which he would work, let alone any particular vineyard site. When the vines were planted, there came the question of a brand name. Cloudy Bay had been considered and rejected, because of its negative connotations for a wine always destined for export. But the Australian distributor came down in favour of Cloudy Bay, leaving only the design of the label. Hohnen wanted to depict the spectacular backdrop of the Richmond Range, so Judd took a few photos and showed them to a professional photographer as an indication of what they were after. The response was "Save your money, you don't need me"; the graphic designers agreed, and the famous label came into being.  

It not only marked the start of a 25-year involvement as a winemaker, but the first steps towards a career as a brilliant landscape photographer. Judd says he never intended to start his own winery after retirement from Cloudy Bay, but this, too, has more or less just happened. He bought the land many years ago, and along the way registered the name Greywacke (pronounced grey-wacky).  

This is the term used for New Zealand's ubiquitous grey, rounded stones found on mountains, beaches, river terraces and rivers alike. He was a busy boy in 2009, making seven Greywacke wines and publishing his second photographic book, The Landscape of New Zealand Wine (www.craigpotton.co.nz). The only wine so far released is his 2009 Sauvignon Blanc, made at Dog Point Winery. Pinot Gris, Riesling and Late Harvest Gewurztraminer will follow before mid-year; and Wild Sauvignon, Pinot Noir and Chardonnay next year.  

Is winemaking an art? Most would say so, and the artist's blood flows strongly in Kevin Judd's veins. 
This fulfils every expectation for Judd's first wine, crystal-bright in colour, mouthfilling and steeped in grapefruit and stone fruit, its concentration surely reflecting low-yielding vines. The striking texture comes from a barrel-fermented portion, and the overall richness is balanced by lingering juicy acidity. 13.5% alc/vol; screwcap. Drink: to 2011."  James Halliday - 96 points
"Taut, fresh Sauvignon Blanc with fine acidity and flavours suggesting gooseberry, green capsicum, mineral and lemon grass. Understated at first, the wine developed magnificently in the glass to reveal surprising power and flavour intensity. The best 2009 Sauvignon Blanc tasted to date."  Bob Campbell MW - 93 points  (((((
"Quite fruity on the nose, subdued for Sauvignon Blanc (no cats pee or sweat at all) but full of bright punchy flavours of gooseberry, tropical fruit, capsicum and lime. An array of flavours across the spectrum with some flinty nuances to the finish and lime and passionfruit lingering around long after the wine has been swallowed. Destined to become a star. A Kevin Judd wine. 13.5% alc."  Sue Courtney, www.wineoftheweek.com
"Kevin Judd, winemaker, was wondering around the Wairau Valley one day not long after arriving in Marlborough. There were stones everywhere. He picked one up and felt the smooth, riverworn surface. Someone told him it was greywacke. He liked the name and registered it. When he bought a vineyard he named it after the rock and experimental wines made at Cloudy Bay beared that vineyard name.

Last year Kevin left Cloudy Bay to start his own venture. His vineyard had been sold but he still owed the Greywacke brand name. He decided to make a wine. Not just any wine but a Sauvignon Blanc wine. He approached good friends and former colleagues at Cloudy Bay, James Healy and Ivan Sutherland, owners of Dog Point Vineyard. The vineyard was planted by Ivan in the early days. Somwhere in that vineyard is where the grapes were sourced from and a space was made available in the Dog Point winery for Kevin to craft his first Greywacke wine. 

Greywacke Marlborough Sauvignon Blanc 2009 has an underpinning of lime and passionfruit to the spectrum of herb flavours that range from earthy sage through to chervil and basil. The colour is lemon gold with a citrine lustre, the texture has a slight pear-like graininess and the acidity is elevated but in balance. There's some complexity from the yeast lees, almost a hint of caramel as if there's been wild yeast (yes there has, with a portion in old barrels). Tropical fruit and stonefruit emerge with some apple/snow pea/capsicum and nettle nuances to the flinty finish and the lime and passionfruit lingering around long after the wine is swallowed. This is nothing like the sweaty, punchy loud styles of Marlborough savvy, it's fleshy and satisfying and one that at least I enjoyed a second glass of."  Sue Courtney, www.wineoftheweek.com – Wine of the Week
Drink over the next 2 years.
























































































































Symbols:      limited stock   !       very limited stock   !!            hot special   $$$

