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	SAUVIGNON BLANC


2009 ERADUS MARLBOROUGH SAUVIGNON BLANC        

$19.95
REGION: MARLBOROUGH, NEW ZEALAND
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Michael Cooper is without doubt New Zealand's most influential wine critic (the equivalent of our James Halliday), so when he named the 2009 Eradus Sauvignon Blanc the BEST WHITE WINE BUY OF THE YEAR  in his 2010 Wine Guide, people sit up and take note. The past three vintages all waltzed away from the Air New Zealand Wine Awards with a gold medal, and the 2008 scooped several gold medals and five-star ratings on both sides of the Tasman, so the wine has pedigree and is certainly no flash in the pan.
The 2009 Eradus Sauvignon Blanc is classic Awatere Valley sauvignon blanc, with its pristine gooseberry and minerally fruit aromas. In the mouth the wine is rich, juicy, mouthfilling and fresh, and the precisely constructed palate has purity and length and a clean, vibrant finish. And like a lot of the newly released 2009 sauvignon blancs, I expect that it will simply blossom in the bottle over the next six months.
"This is a weighty, rich and rounded wine with sweet-fruit delights, deep gooseberry and lime flavours, a slightly minerally streak and the tomato stalk characters typical of the Awatere. Notably concentrated, its priced sharply."   Winestate  (((((
"If there’s one thing we all want to know about wine, it’s what to buy. After tasting 3033 wines for my Buyer’s Guide to New Zealand Wines 2010, I shortlisted seven bargains before finally choosing two – a white and a red – as the best buys of the year.
I first encountered Eradus Awatere Valley Marlborough Sauvignon Blanc 2009 in a 'blind' tasting in August. Weighty, rich, rounded,' I jotted down, 'with sweet-fruit characters, notably concentrated gooseberry/lime flavours, hints of tomato stalk, and a slightly minerally streak.' In other words, the wine showed the classic style of sauvignon blancs from the Awatere Valley, over the hills and south-east of the larger Wairau Valley. After its identity was revealed, I added: 'Priced sharply.'
The past three vintages all waltzed away from the Air New Zealand Wine Awards with a gold medal, and the 2008 scooped several gold medals and five-star ratings on both sides of the Tasman. So why is the 2009 – my pick as best white wine buy of the year – so cheap?

'If you overdeliver on quality, it’s so much easier to sell the wine,' says the company head, Michiel Eradus. 'And being a small family-owned business, we probably don’t pay ourselves enough.' Eradus attributes his wine’s quality, above all, to the valley itself, 'just a wonderful place. Anyone who visits in the height of summer will instantly understand why many grapes from here are so delicious.' He sees the Awatere Valley’s sauvignon blancs as typically 'flinty, with a mineral backbone', and views his own wine as 'intense, while also showing delicacy, elegance and femininity'.

Michiel and his wife, Hanna, took over his parents’ vineyard in the lower Awatere Valley in 2004. Har and Sophie Eradus, who emigrated from Holland to New Zealand in 1982, spent 20 years in the flower industry before they launched their Eradus label from the 2002 vintage. The vineyard runs alongside the Awatere River, in a series of undulating terraces. The soils are 'very bony and free-draining', says Michiel. 'You can water them one day, and within two days you must do it again.'
With its output of 12,500 cases, this scented, incisively flavoured wine is sold around the country, mostly through independent retailers, but it’s also found in some supermarkets. Peter Thornley, executive chef at Kermadec, in Auckland, especially recommends it with whitebait."  Michael Cooper - Best White Wine Buy of the Year
"Our 2009 Sauvignon Blanc displays a pungent array of tropical fruit flavours and enticing floral notes. The palate is all about power, balance and richness, providing a wide range of fruit characters from passionfruit and white currants to stone fruits. The wine’s tropical notes are nicely balanced by an herbaceous and mineral backbone that can be attributed to the wine being 100% Awatere Valley. This wine is completed by exciting and racy acidity with a crisp, lingering finish."  Michiel Eradus - Eradus Wines.

Drink over the next 3 years
























































































































Symbols:      limited stock   !       very limited stock   !!            hot special   $$$

