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	SAUVIGNON BLANC


2008 ISABEL MARLBOROUGH SAUVIGNON BLANC

$21.95
REGION: MARLBOROUGH, NEW ZEALAND
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Isabel is undoubtedly one of the very top producers of Sauvignon Blanc in New Zealand. Until 1994 they were only a grape-growing enterprise but the grapes were of such quality that they were the largest external supplier to Cloudy Bay. Since then they have produced wine under their own label and have quickly built up an enviable reputation and quite a cult following. 

The wine is in a different style to the Cloudy Bay; more restrained and more typical of Sancerre. The majority of the fruit is cool tank fermented to preserve the varietal character, while select riper parcels (around 5%) are hand picked and barrel fermented. To quote The Penguin  Wine Guide: "One of the best New Zealand Sauvignon Blanc's, a benchmark for the new wave of wines that employ winery fiddling and a little oak to make a more serious drop than the zippy fruit version."

"The '08 season produced fnatastic fruit.  Bunches ripened slowly and completely, producing nicely concentrated berries.  To maximise flavour profiles and retain freshness, fruit was handled with care - beginning with hand picking in the hcilly morning hours.  Bunches were kept whole and enjoyed coool maceration in stainlesstanks.  The majority of the juice was cool fermented to preserve true varietal character and vineyard flavour.  The remaining 5% was racked directly to French oak for fermentation.  All wine enjoyed good time on the lees with regular stirring; contributing to palate texture, weight and mouth feel -simultaneously, balancing ripe fruit flavours and softening the natural acid. 

Another vintage not with out it's challenges... Mike T, our trusty weatherman, has enabled us to escape unscathed!  And thank heavens, because this year's wine is a cracker!  Bright nose of tropical fruit and fresh citrus zest entices you from the get go.  The palate follows in good form with tart gooseberries, ripe white peach nad a hint of fresh grass. Just enough natural aid to keep you yearning for more.  In true Isabel fashion, this wine delivers concentrated flavour in an elegant package."  Winery Notes 
Drink over the next 3 years.

























































































































Symbols:      limited stock   !       very limited stock   !!            hot special   $$$

