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	SAUVIGNON BLANC


2006 ISABEL MARLBOROUGH SAUVIGNON BLANC
!!
$21.95
REGION: MARLBOROUGH, NEW ZEALAND
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Isabel is undoubtedly one of the very top producers of Sauvignon Blanc in New Zealand. Until 1994 they were only a grape-growing enterprise but the grapes were of such quality that they were the largest external supplier to Cloudy Bay. Since then they have produced wine under their own label and have quickly built up an enviable reputation and quite a cult following. 

The wine is in a different style to the Cloudy Bay; more restrained and more typical of Sancerre. The majority of the fruit is cool tank fermented to preserve the varietal character, while select riper parcels (around 10%) are hand picked and barrel fermented. To quote The Penguin  Wine Guide: "One of the best New Zealand Sauvignon Blanc's, a benchmark for the new wave of wines that employ winery fiddling and a little oak to make a more serious drop than the zippy fruit version."

A subtle and refined sauvignon blanc, the bouquet is a wonderful mix of herbaceous, lemon and grassy notes. The palate has wonderful structure and length, full of herbaceous fruit, minerals and soft acidity. The barrel fermented portion of the wine adds both greater mouthfeel and a soft and spicy dimension to the palate.

"In the marketplace Marlborough Sauvignon Blanc is expected to be fresh, tangy... and often quite sweet. Isabel's version of New Zealand's most famous wine is different, dry and complex with herby fruit, honeyed and minerally notes coupled to nutty complexity. Food ideas: Goat cheese and tomato tarts."  (((((  Ralph Kyte-Powell, Epicure Uncorked
"The 2006 Isabel Marlborough Sauvignon Blanc is the pick of them, with sweet tropical fruit tempered by a slatey, dry finish, the fragrance of it rich with pink and white flowers. This is a savvy with a rich softness to it and not too much tartness, which will please many. Even I, a notorious SB basher, could happily slug on this."  Campbell Mattinson, The Wine Front - 92 points

"Pungent passionfruit and tropical, with a subtle touch of oad. A big, in-your-face wine with flavour, character and mouthfeel." One of Huon Hooke's top wines. "I found hints of asparagus too, which balance the ripe flavours. the palate is quite full and round, with alcohol providing some weight, and it finishes well balanced and with good length." Nick Bulleid, Gourmet Traveller Wine ((((
Drink Now.

























































































































Symbols:      limited stock   !       very limited stock   !!            hot special   $$$

