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	RIESLING


2005 GROSSET WATERVALE RIESLING
!!
$45.95
REGION: CLARE VALLEY, SOUTH AUSTRALIA

There is a large amount of hype surrounding the 2005 riesling vintage in Clare and on my limited tastings so far it is entirely justified - they have a very similar appearance and structure to the classic 2002 vintage. The two Grosset wines are exceptional (as you would expect from the leading producer); both displaying the hallmark characteristics of their respective sub-regions. The Watervale is the more approachable of the two at this stage, but is still unbelievably tight and reserved. Long, fine and focused; it is full of lemon and lime flavours and, like the Polish hill,  finishes with wonderful juicy and lingering acidity. 
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"2005 is obviously the best Clare riesling vintage since the brilliant, but unusually late and cool 2002 season that created wines of such unusual perfume and intensity. Most of the 2005 rieslings I have tasted to date share an openness and a brightness; a rare purity of fruit and a wonderful balance with natural acids. They are dangerously easy to drink now, but should cellar with great distinction. 

From Grosset's new Springvale vineyard at an altitude of 460 metres in Watervale comes his 2005 Watervale Riesling. Its red loam soil overlies limestone and Mintaro slate, and Grosset's fastidious approach to viticulture results in crops of exceptional evenness and intensity. To taste the 2005 release and realise that the vines responsible for it are only seven years old is a remarkable thing. They are planted close for riesling, at 2000 vines per hectare, and in 2005 produced a startling 7.5 grams per litre of natural acidity. While many Australian winemakers have become rather artful at adding acids to their wines, few would argue against the notion that the best acid is natural acid. 

A stylish and tightly presented riesling with balance, brightness and focus. Its pristine perfume of lime juice and lemon rind reveals undertones of tropical fruit and stonefruit. Laced with suggestions of melon and peach, its fine, taut and minerally palate is underpinned by fine, powdery phenolics, delivering almost an opulent expression of primary citrus-like flavour. Terrific persistence and chalkiness; a top effort. Drink 2013-2017+."  Jeremy Oliver - 96 points
"Brilliant length, brilliant regional typicity, aflame with lime and slate and ringing with spices and tropical flourishes and various other exotic temptations. Gorgeously pure and clean and long, and ready to rip any time from now. Drink: 2005-2013."  Campbell Mattinson, Winefront Monthly - 93 points
"It's a cracker. The Watervale is vibrant and lively with a nose of lime and crunchy apples and pears. Those characters follow through on the palate, building to a tangy crispness with its ultra-fresh lemony acidity finish. All-in-all, a racy wine."  Jane Faulkner, The Age
"Jeffrey Grosset is a modern-day legend in the world of riesling, and rightly so. His 2005's are right on song. The Polish Hill was preferred over the Watervale, but not by much. … The Watervale is a little more doughy on the nose, more peach-blossom than citrus, very long with a bone-dry almost salty finish, like sucking on a pebble. Caillard described it as aromatic, elegant wine with a quartz-like minerality and lovely texture. Both are well worth cellaring for 12 plus years."  Australian Gourmet Traveller Wine - 92 points &  (((((
"The 2005 Grosset Watervale Riesling is very much in the mould of previous vintages of this wine – especially those since 2002. Quality is up, however, and this wine is the best since 2002 and at this stage looks to be the equal of that vintage. It has greater intensity and more finesse than most of the Grosset Watervale Rieslings. The 2005 is fragrant with some floral hints and lemony, limey aromas; has intense lemon, lime flavours with underlying minerality; tight structure, before a long finish featuring fine, crisp, drying acidity. Although it is lean (almost austere) and powerful, it is still juicy, generous and fleshy. As usual, many will find it more approachable at a much younger age than the Grosset Polish Hill, and it will improve with medium-term cellaring. This is the 25th consecutive release of the Grosset Watervale Riesling, this year produced entirely from riesling grown in the Springvale vineyard."  Jeffrey Grosset

Drink Now to 2018
























Symbols:      limited stock   !       very limited stock   !!            hot special   $$$

