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	RIESLING


2005 GROSSET POLISH HILL RIESLING 
!!
$69.95
REGION: CLARE VALLEY, SOUTH AUSTRALIA

There is a large amount of hype surrounding the 2005 riesling vintage in Clare and on my limited tastings so far it is entirely justified - they have a very similar appearance and structure to the classic 2002 vintage. The two Grosset wines are exceptional (as you would expect from the leading producer); both displaying the hallmark characteristics of their respective sub-regions. The Polish Hill is austere, intense, taut and steely; full of lime juice, mineral and slate flavours derived from the soil. The structure is impeccable, finishing with wonderful juicy and lingering acidity. A wine that is waiting to blossom with time in the cellar.
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"2005 is obviously the best Clare riesling vintage since the brilliant, but unusually late and cool 2002 season that created wines of such unusual perfume and intensity. Most of the 2005 rieslings I have tasted to date share an openness and a brightness; a rare purity of fruit and a wonderful balance with natural acids. They are dangerously easy to drink now, but should cellar with great distinction. 

… The Polish Hill from 2005 is a wine of staggering beauty and potential. Even if only for curiosity’s sake, you owe yourself a taste of the 2005 Polish Hill. Almost as open and generous as the 2002 stellar vintage, but with all the heady rose garden perfume, schisty and minerally tightness and the exceptional length that this remarkable vineyard can produce, this is a classic wine. If the Watervale Riesling’s pedigree is pure Clare Valley, the Polish Hill’s is perhaps more international. Aspects of the wine resemble the perfume and profile of modern German and Austrian riesling. True to expectation, it will take at least a decade to begin to reveal what it’s really about. Beneath its almost fluffy expression of pear, apple and white peach flavour lie nuances of chalky wet slate that reveal layer after layer of richness and flavour. Only a handful of all Australian rieslings ever made are as good as this."  Jeremy Oliver
"A beautifully presented and tightly structured riesling with the openness and seamless quality of the famous 2002 vintage. A heady rose petal-like perfume with layers of spotlessly clean lime, apple and mineral qualities precedes a long and luscious palate whose juicy expression of near-perfect riesling flavour overlies a super-fine undercarriage of powdery phenolics. Tremendous depth of fruit and structure, with a lingering finish reminiscent of wet slate. Drink 2017-2025."  Jeremy Oliver - 98 points
"One of Australia 's greatest winemakers (I would include Vanya Cullen at Cullen and Rick Kinzbrunner at Giaconda in my top three), Grosset's current releases are of the absolute highest quality. While both the Gaia Cabernet 2002 – this is close to the best Grosset Cabernet yet and is well worth tracking down – and Watervale Riesling could have made my Top 20, it si the Polish Hill Riesling which really blew me away this year. This intense, focused, minerally and dry wine has wonderful purity of fruit as well as its trademark structure and backbone, ensuring that it will still be looking fresh in another ten years' time." Top 20 Wines 0f 2005 -  Philip Rich, The Australian Financial Review Magazine
The wine was also voted 2nd Top Wine from 77 rieslings tasted by the Australian Gourmet Traveller Wine panel. "Jeffrey Grosset is a modern-day legend in the world of riesling, and rightly so. His 2005's are right on song. The Polish Hill was preferred over the Watervale, but not by much. It shows the characteristic Grosset style of powerful, concentrated fruit, high acidity and ageing potential allied with up-front accessibility. Otton saw what she called pure varietal expression on nose and palate of slate, lime-skin and lemon drops." Australian Gourmet Traveller Wine - 96 points &  (((((
"It snaps like a snow pea. Crisp, long, intense, loaded with lime and minerals and filled out with a sublime sub-plot of tart tropical fruits. It’s got so much elegance and style that just drinking it makes you feel like a better person. And what a gorgeous aftertaste. This is a great Polish Hill, stylish and subtle, focussed and long. Drink: 2005-2016."  Campbell Mattinson, Winefront Monthly - 95 points
"Jeffrey has truly captured the form of his 2005 Polish Hill Riesling fruit in this wine. I visited him in the middle of vintage and he was positively buzzing about its quality. Spicy musk perfume dances on the bouquet amid a chorus of elegant white peach, fresh lemon and a hint of lychee. In true Grosset form, the palate is sparkling clean with remarkable palate perfume, spice and fine, minerally acidity lingering on a smooth, persistent finish. This is a top class Grosset Polish Hill to (almost) rival the epic 2002, albeit in an earlierdeveloping style. Retasted October 25 with identical ratings. Best drinking around: 2005-2008 or 2010-2015."  Tyson Stelzer, Top 500 Wines 2005-2006 – 95 points (Excellent Wine)

"This is one of too few Aussie whites that reward careful cellaring, especially from an outstanding vintage such as 2005: the best since 2002 and likely to be on a par with that year and 1997. It is tight and closed when young, has intense lime juice flavours with flinty, minerally characters before a long, dry finish. At present, the wine has austerity and restraint, is lean, powerful yet neatly balanced and very fine. It will age beautifully and should be drunk from about five years of age. Keep the last few bottles as long as possible."  Peter Forrestal - Australian Gourmet Traveller Wine
Drink Now to 2023
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