Canterbury Wines
    Phone 0398305278 or 0403020439
www.canterburywines.net


	PINOT NOIR


2008 PERMUTATIONS PINOT NOIR     

$18.95
REGION: YARRA VALLEY & MORNINGTON PENINSULA,  VICTORIA


The 2008 Permutations pinot noir is the first release of an entry level pinot by 'wunderkid' winemaker William Downie - winner of the Best Young Winemaker award at the 2006 Gourmet Traveller Wine Winemaker of the Year Awards. The fruit was sourced from 5-30 year-old vines in the Mornington Peninsula and Yarra Valley regions and was matured in 14% new French oak hogsheads for 7 months. In a clever marketing ploy, each bottle in the box comes with a different label – in all there 24 quirky labels featuring illustrations from the great British illustrator Paul Davis – hence the 'Permutations'.

A delicious light, bright and fresh Pinot Noir, well structured with savory, complex characters and nice texture. Plum, red berries, beetroot and herbal notes on the nose; sweet dark fruits and rosemary following on the palate. Fresh, stylish and great value.
"R Wines was established as a joint venture between Barossa winemaker Chris Ringland and Californian wine importer Dan Philips and their first wines were designed to shock: Bitch grenache, Evil cabernet, Suxx shiraz - these were big, alcoholic South Australian reds with equally unsubtle packaging. 

So I was surprised to hear that William Downie, the young Victorian winemaker who made his name with subtle artisan pinot noir, was the new chief winemaker for R Wines. And even more surprised to hear that James Erskine, Adelaide-based 2008 Sommelier of the Year and another supporter of delicate, food-friendly wines, had started as R Wines' marketing guy.  

But then I tasted Downie's first R wines, and it all clicked: the 2008 Permutations Pinot Noir is brilliantly refined, sappy and silky, and ridiculously good value at $18 a bottle; and the 2008 Mod Gamay ($25) is a gorgeous, cherry-juicy, undergrowthy example of this most slurpable of red grapes. I love the way the gamay was made using ancient techniques - no added yeast, no added acid, no sulphur - and yet it's bottled with a mad, colourful pop art label.  

Downie's minimal-intervention, adventurous winemaking philosophy and Erskine's enthusiasm for new ways of thinking about wine make these two young blokes a formidable team."  Max Allen, The Weekend Australian Magazine
"Another example from Chris Ringland's stable, this wine couple's premium cool-climate fruit with the expertise of group winemaker and pinot noir maestro Bill Downie. Pure, aromatic and finely textured; it's a delicious pinot at a bargain price."  Matt Skinner, The Age Uncorked
Drink Now to 2012.
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Symbols:      limited stock   !       very limited stock   !!            hot special   $$$

