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	PINOT NOIR


2008 CRAGGY RANGE TE MUNA ROAD VINEYARD PINOT NOIR     !!
$49.95
REGION: MARTINBOROUGH, NEW ZEALAND
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"The 2008 Craggy Range Te Muna Road Vineyard Pinot Noir took out the top honours at the 2010 Tri Nations Wine Challenge. Winning three trophies for Best Wine of Show, Best Red Wine of Show and Best Pinot Noir of Show. The ‘by invitation only’ Challenge judged a total of 360 wines across 13 classes from the three nations (Australia, New Zealand & South Africa). “The top wine of the show, Craggy Range 2008 Te Muna Pinot Noir, made a significant contribution to that success as well as sending a strong signal that New Zealand makes world class Pinot Noir. It's a fantastic Pinot Noir with the sort of power and perfume capable of humbling many highly-priced burgundies.”  Bob Campbell MW
 “The 2008 vintage for Pinot Noir in Martinborough is a great one…  Regional Wines conducted two tastings of a wide range of Martinborough Pinot Noir from 2008 to celebrate the success of the region. The two dozen wines tasted were separated loosely into ‘Affordable’ and ‘Super-Premium’ categories…

The most preferred wine of the flight and of the this tasting was the Craggy Range ‘Te Muna Road’ Pinot Noir 2008 (19.0-/20), at 13.7% alc, from Te Muna Road fruit, 5% whole bunch, indigenous yeasts, 10 months in 33% new French oak. Dar, deep ruby red with purple and black hues. This had a fulsome and broad nose with great depth of dark berry and plum aromas, rich and with complexing herb-earth notes. Full-bodied, rich and sweetly fruited with flavours of dark cherries and plums, subtly supported by oak spice, this was firmly constructed. Slight alcohol warmth and fresh acidity were noticeable, and the wine finished with great length. A wine that will keep 6-8 years plus.

… The tasting demonstrated the superlative nature and quality of the 2008 vintage for Pinot Noir in Martinborough. The fruit ripeness of the wines as a group was exemplary. The tannin extraction on the whole was managed superbly and in harmony and balance with the fruit – for all the different weights and styles made… The 2008 Martinborough Pinot Noirs must be the finest release ever.”  Raymond Chan – 19.0 points out of 20
“Craggy Range has hitherto used corks for all its red wines; why it has moved to screwcap with its more powerful Central wines, but kept cork for this more elegant Martinborough wine I'm not sure. Regardless, the spicy black cherry, plum and spice fruit has excellent precision and focus through the length of the palate.
Drink to 2015.”  James Halliday - 95 points
“Scented, aromatic wine that reveals a lovely mix of floral and ripe cherry flavours. Dense and powerful but with a totally seductive silken texture. This is a heady Pinot Noir that is charming and complex with layers of fruit and spice characters that linger long after the wine has been swallowed.”  Bob Campbell MW - 94 points

“New Zealand’s best value pinot noir without a doubt. From a single Martinborough vineyard this exquisite wine embraces the brooding sweetish fruit aromas we normally associate with pinot, then unleashes layers of silky tannins with burgundian nuances of mushroom, truffle, bark, fennel and spice. A remarkable wine that keeps changing in the glass. Superb buying. RRP $55.00.”  John Hawkesbury, NZ Herald
 “Martinborough enjoys a climate that is closely aligned with the famous cool climate regions of Burgundy, the Loire Valley and Marlborough. Our Te Muna Road Vineyard, located some 7km outside the Martinborough township and at higher elevation which delays harvest by about a week. Here we focus our own cultivation of the classic cool climate varieties Sauvignon Blanc and Pinot Noir. The vineyard is made up of two distinct terraces, one comprising very old stony soils at a higher altitude, produces exceptional Pinot Noir. Stylistically the Pinot Noir wines show great complexity and a reserved intellectual feel and very good length.
The palate is silkily structured, with layered fine tannins giving a texture of silk and rose petals. Flavours of the same black fruits and florals, backed with mushroom, bark, fennel and other spices. Dense yet elegant and poised. The finish gradually unwinds revealing bright red berry and violets."  Winery Notes
Awards:

Trophy, Best Wine  – 2010 Tri Nations Wine Challenge
Trophy, Best Red Wine  – 2010 Tri Nations Wine Challenge
Trophy, Best Pinot Noir  – 2010 Tri Nations Wine Challenge
Drink Now to 2018.












Symbols:      limited stock   !       very limited stock   !!            hot special   $$$

