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	PINOT NOIR


2007 ATA RANGI PINOT NOIR     
!!
$75.00
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REGION: MARTINBOROUGH, NEW ZEALAND


New Zealand's greatest and most consistent Pinot. This smells rich and ripe with plenty of meaty complexity and glossy, dark, cherry fruit. Long, ripe, cherry-flavoured palate, brooding with impressive complexity and depth. Dark chocolate builds through the finish, with some baked game meats too. Very much a Grand Cru New Zealand Pinot Noir." Nick Stock, Australia's WBM100 – 97 points
"The standard bearer for Martinborough and still the finest Pinot of its style, this is a wine that has so much complexity that you must treat it with the respect it commands. A modern-age trail-blazer."  Matthew Jukes, Decanter Magazine – 19.0 points out of 20 (the highest scoring NZ pinot of all Top 50 New World Pinot Noirs)

"Exotically perfumed with the essence of black tea, damson plum, allspice and gamey gorgeousness. In the mouth there's an explosion of juicy cherry, bitter chocolate, chewy, succulent, nectarine-skin texture. Poised and powerful, and if I could give it 10 stars I would - best of all, it comes wrapped in sexy purple." Yvonne-Marie Lorkin, Hawkes Bay Today

"From one of the country's leading pinot producers, this is powerful but poised, sumptuous and succulent, complex and concentrated with brooding dark fruit, hints of French polish, spice, and a lively, long complex finish."  Charmian Smith, Otago Daily Times (((((
"Kate has phoned this one in as every bit as good as the 2006 version. Displaying classic Pinot Noir characteristics Ata Rangi has managed to deliver 3 consecutive top vintages, solidifying them as one of Martinborough’s top producers of this varietal. The texture is always unbelievably smooth in these wines and the latest release still delivers the perfect mix of sweet, savoury and a touch of pungency to keep all parties happy. Given that it is one of the 'meatier' releases it could do with more time in the bottle but those that are impatient should serve up with a large chunk of lamb or venison and be extremely rewarded."  Kiwi Wine Fan Club -  Finalist for Pinot Noir of the Year  
"Lovely fragrance filled with ripe berries, dried herbs and floral highlights, full and lifted. Impressive fruit power on the palate which is still showing its extreme youth and demanding more bottle age. Buckets of fruit hold plenty of promise for the future, with well harmonised acid, gently drying tannins and incredible length." Sam Kim, Grill Magazine
"The beauty of pinot noir surely can't be more typified than by Ata Rangi. Yes, released before their best on this side of the world, but with so much to give. Texturally brilliant, the best of fruit flavours from Martinborough don't need much encouragement but they do emerge and evolve over the three or four years after vintage. Truly fine wine, amongst New Zealand's best and greatest as older vineyards and winemaking experience merge."  Peter Saunders, Best of the Best Wine Guide 2008
"If asked to name a single New Zealand vineyard that will impress everyone, from the fussiest wine drinker to the label conscious, Ata Rangi is the wine. Its track record is longer than most and its owners remain hands-on at their tiny Martinborough winery. This wine is hot off the bottling line, so needs decanting to put its best foot forward. Flavours of Damson plums, savoury spice and fresh red cherries."  Joelle Thomson
"An extremely low-yielding 2007 vintage has delivered a serious, muscular, powerful pinot noir. Dark brooding plum, cherry-stone aromas and exotic spice lead to a rich, dense palate characterised by firm but supple tannins and a deliciously ‘Martinborough’ gamey, savoury complexity. Although  relatively subdued on the nose at this early stage, the long, long finish is laden with fruit weight and intensity that speaks volumes of the promise of aromas and flavours yet to unfold – the intrigue and fascination of classic pinot noir.

Why such a low yield? Flowering weather (about four months before vintage) was atrocious. As a result both bunches and berries were very, very small. The crew meticulously flicked away any shrivelled fruit as they picked. With such tiny berries, the skins to juice ratio was extremely high, making the ferments quite challenging to plunge! There was never any question that the season would deliver on tannin and structure, promising a wine that offers excellent cellaring potential."  Winery Notes
Drink Now to 2020.













Symbols:      limited stock   !       very limited stock   !!            hot special   $$$

