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	PINOT NOIR


2005 FELTON ROAD PINOT NOIR     
!!
$79.95
REGION: CENTRAL OTAGO, NEW ZEALAND


"Deep plummy red with crimson edges, this shows great extraction of colour. It smells savoury with a floral (herb flower/rose) nuance and forest floor and it tastes full-bodied with a fine, silky tannin structure, plush black cherry and pinot fruit, polished oak, wild thyme, liquorice and anise-like spices. With lots of flavour and considerable length, it is reasonably big for pinot but not a fruit bomb, just class, class, class."  Sue Courtney, www.wineoftheweek.com
"Runaway top wine of the group was the standard 2005 Felton Road Pinot Noir, which has an absolutely enchanting and highly floral bouquet which defines the variety, followed by rich fruit. The standard wine is a little less oak influenced than the Block wines, and the varietal character really shines. It will cellar for 10-12 years."  Geoff Kelly Wine Reviews, NZ
"Ruby and velvet,  a fine big pinot colour.  Bouquet is soft,  rich and deeply floral,  excitingly varietal pinot noir,   in a deep rich phase.  Palate melds the dark roses and violets of the bouquet into black cherry,  blackboy and fragrant dark plum fruits,  with a magical texture which is 'crunchy',  as in fine burgundy (by analogy with perfect cherries).  And the florals continue in the palate.  This is marvellous pinot noir in a slightly fleshy style,  neither too oaky or too alcoholic,  which will build bouquet and become more sophisticated on palate as it fines down and matures in bottle.  Cellar 5 – 12 years."  Geoff Kelly Wine Reviews ((((( (18.5+ points)

"Stylish and very intense, with outstanding concentration to an impressive array of pomegranate, spice, soya and stone flavors. Cedary oak and firm, fine-grained tannins underscore the finish. Drink now through 2011."  Wine Spectator - 91 points  [90-94: Outstanding; a wine of superior character and style] 

"A vertical tasting of the Felton Road pinot noirs, starting with 1997 and finishing with the new release 2006, was a convincing demonstration of facts proving theories. They had a remarkable consistency of colour, alcohol (all between 13.5 per cent and 14.5per cent), structure and texture. My tasting note for the 2006 Pinot was … I wrote that restrained note without having read the background material and with the gloriously fragrant and complex 2005 trying hard to steal the thunder of the '06."  James Halliday
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"Delicious rose-petals and black cherries, medium-weight and lovely. Classically structured without perhaps the complexity to earn really high points – more of a classy drinker than a wine to cellar. Yeasty, almost fizzy rawness. Lovely fruit and sweet, chocolatey, cedary oak. Nice shirt of tannin. Very good. Will probably look better in a year. Drink: 2006-2011."  Campbell Mattinson, The Wine Front - 92 points

"Another top effort from winemaker Blair Walter, Felton Road's 2005 Pinot Noir features masses of plum and blackberry fruit, hints of tea and smoke, and a long, mouthwatering finish. It's a big, muscular wine that keeps a sense of elegance to its robust personality and flavors. Drink now-2015."  Wine Enthusiast -90 points
"Today's best wineries will be constantly challenged by newcomers: anyone taking status for granted will have a quick and rude awakening. So it is with a degree of hesitation that I single some out for mention. But I will open on firm ground: Felton Road, with Blair Walter as winemaker, has consistently produced pinots with exemplary finesse and length for more than five years. If there is to be a top producer, it has to be Felton Road."  James Halliday
"The most complex nose we have seen to date: a veritable spice cupboard, layered with dark bramble and hints of fruit leaves. 

The palate is an extraordinary combination of luscious, brambly fruit: very rich and mouthfilling, with copious fine tannin, while a second battery of flavours echoes through the structure of the palate: coffee, chocolate, and baking spices. 

The wine finishes with a tingling juiciness robed in silk."  Winery Notes
Drink Now to 2015.













Symbols:      limited stock   !       very limited stock   !!            hot special   $$$

