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	PINOT NOIR


2005 ATA RANGI PINOT NOIR     
!!
$82.95
REGION: MARTINBOROUGH, NEW ZEALAND


"With the oldest vineyards now 25 years old, my favourite New Zealand pinot maker has produced a sumptuous and powerful wine that is going to require time for all the components to come together. Densely coloured, this is loaded with dark plum and cherry fruit and a little spice, while the deftly handled oak (usually around 25%) plays a supporting role. The palate is equally dense and concentrated, with supple yet extremely persistent tannins running through the wine ensuring it has the requisite structure to improve for at least 10 years."  Philip Rich, The Australian Financial Review – Top 20 Wines of 2006
"Ata Rangi is one of the top Kiwi pinot producers, and 2005 was a spectacular vintage. Little wonder, then, that this wine is drop-dead gorgeous: multi layered, silky/spicy, incredibly long-tasting."  Max Allen, Gourmet Traveller 
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"Aromas of sweet cherry, lots of spice, the perfume of various herbs and flowers like rose and rosemary, stalks, a little earth and a wisp of smoke. Fruity but evenly tempered by the sappy herbal notes. It smells typically NZ. On the palate medium bodied with cherry, weak cola, tamarillo, some earthiness, stalks and spice. Firm fine lightly sappy tannins and crisp acidity. This is straight backed and quite refined but with good texture and mouthfeel. Finishes long with some lightly bitter (but refre shing) tamarillo flavours. A challenging and thought provoking wine."  Gary Walsh, Winorama - 94 points
"Deep in colour with purple-edges, this is savoury and gamey from the outset with floral nuances as well as smoky bacon mushrooms, cherries and plums and a spicy lift to the finish. It's very dry with a firm tannin structure and a silky texture with lots going on in the layers of flavours that ripple across the palate leaving a creaminess in their wake. A beautiful wine, one to pour into a big glass and muse over at this stage of its life or just put away in the cellar for several years and let it evolve."  Sue Courtney, www.wineoftheweek.com
"Ruby,  some carmine and velvet,  marginally the deepest of the bracket,  and deep for pinot noir.  Initially opened,  bouquet is very youthful and slightly disorganised.  Decanted and breathed,  there is the tell-tale pennyroyal aromatic of Martinborough,  on daphne florals and red fruits,  clearly varietal.  Palate is rich,  ripe and juicy,  a little stalk to marry away,  in a plumper style than some recent Ata Rangis,  more aromatic than the Richardson.  This should cellar well,  5 – 12 years."  Geoff Kelly Wine Reviews (((( (17.5 points)

"A very low yielding vintage and wonderfully warm early summer has delivered a structured, deeply sumptuous, velvet-textured Pinot Noir. This is a serious, cellar worthy Pinot. 
Opened within the next couple of years, expect to savour the rich cherry stone and delicately spiced ripe plum characters, with fine tannins running evenly across the entire palate. Well cellared for 5 or 6 years at least, patience will reward with a wine full of complexity and intrigue; layer upon layer of gamey, seductively feral notes finely woven with the still distinctive, but now maturing fruit flavours. Sweet spice and vanilla oak, recognisable as separate components when the wine is young, merge to become fully integrated, our aim to achieve perfect harmony within a seamless whole. 

Our premium Pinot is largely sourced from the oldest home blocks, now with up to 26 years of vine age.  Abel (aka the 'Ata Rangi' clone) is predominant, but the Dijon selections (114, 115. 667)  and Clone 5 also play very important roles. 

We recommend serving Pinot Noir and Crimson at around 16 to 18 oC, and that you take time to enjoy the layers of aroma and flavour as these wines slowly warm and unfold in the glass."  Winery Notes
Drink Now to 2012.
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