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	PINOT NOIR


2004 BANNOCKBURN PINOT NOIR   
!!
$64.95
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REGION: GEELONG, VICTORIA

"The annual Stonier international pinot noir tasting, Sipnot, is as popular as ever, with 160 Melburnians paying $165 each for this year's tasting and dinner.  The formula is well-established: there is a panel of three (Len Evans, Brian Croser and me) with winemaker Geraldine McFaul – who selects the wines and alone knows the serving order – keeping us under control.  

The 12 wines are divided into two brackets.  After a 20-minute silent period of tasting, guests on each table and the head panel discuss the wines.  The exercise is not to guess which is which (virtually no one would have previously tasted them in any event), but simply to determine which wines appeal most.
… The common ground was that the second group of six was of significantly higher quality than the first and that wine N0.9 (subsequently revealed to be the 04 Bannockburn pinot) was clearly the best of the 12.

… It was the fragrance, purity, finesse and length of the Bannockburn that captured the admiration of everyone, not least Evans, who, in declaring it was a great burgundy, showed even the gods can be fallible."  James Halliday, The Australian
"There is never enough great pinot noir to go around, regardless of its cost. When a wine of the quality of the 2004 Bannockburn ($56) turns up at such an appealing price, the scarcity  factor increases exponentially. Just to make matters worse, the wine was bottled after incoming winemaker Michael Glover had ruthlessly discarded barrels he felt were not up to the standard of the best."  James Halliday, The Australian 

"Highly fragrant and pure; a lovely wine, fine and long, with superb texture and outstanding finesse. Unanimous top wine at the Stonier International Pinot Noir Tasting. Drink Now-2015."  James Halliday - 96 points

"Aromas of dark cherry, beetroot, earth, licorice, roses and a good measure of spicy vanilla oak. On the palate medium bodied with flavours of dark cherry, plum, undergrowth, sap, spice, vanilla and more gamey flavours. Quite rich and intense with firm fine grained grippy tannin. Excellent mouthfeel and length of flavour. Very Australian in style but also very good. Drink : 2008 – 2014."   Gary Walsh, Winorama – 93+ points
"This is the wine that caused a stir at the Stonier International Pinot Noir tasting earlier this year, coming out top, ahead of far more expensive rivals. It's a very good wine, no doubt. Fresh, bright aromatics, excellent chalky structure, fruit flavours of rhubarb and sour cherries, and excellent, sinewy length. In terms of oak, there is a whisper of cedar, but it is not overpowering. I didn't quite get the feeling of excitement that I might have liked, but I was impressed with this, and drank through a bottle at a rapid pace. Drink: 2009-2015."  Campbell Mattinson, The Wine Front - 92 points 
Drink Now to 2015












Symbols:      limited stock   !       very limited stock   !!            hot special   $$$

