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	PINOT NOIR


2003 DOG POINT PINOT NOIR     
!!
$42.95
REGION: MARLBOROUGH, NEW ZEALAND
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Simply an outstanding pinot at a give-away price for a New Zealand pinot of this quality. In a large tasting of mainly 2003 New Zealand Pinots earlier this year, Jancis Robinson awarded the 2003 DOG POINT PINOT HIGHEST POINTS OUT OF MORE THAN 120 PINOTS. Only eight other wines were awarded the same score, all of which were from Central Otago and commensurably more expensive – e.g. Felton Road Block 3, Felton Road Block 5, Mt Difficulty and Quartz Reef.
"Unusually Burgundian wine made from Burgundian clones planted above the valley floor. Very subtle nose and palate and obviously an ambitious but sensitive hand in the winery. Impressive."  Jancis Robinson MW – 18.5 points
"A big pinot ruby.  Bouquet is an exciting statement about pinot,  and once the labels are revealed,  the first impression is:  is this the finest pinot thus far made in Marlborough?  Like the Mt Difficulty Target Gully,  it is ripened nearly to the point of losing the floral components so essential to true pinot noir,  but not totally beyond.  There is a dusky darkest red roses lift to the black cherries,  blackboy and dark plums fruit,  which is beautiful.  Palate continues the bouquet,  with a hint of fivespice or a similar aromatic from the oaking,  which makes the whole wine even more fragrant and aromatic.  The ratio of oak is good,  the result soft,  sweet and fragrant.  The whole wine is denser,  riper,  and a little less varietal than the Mt Difficulty Target Gully or the Greenhough Hope,  but it is a great achievement.  Marlborough finally is really coming 'on song' with pinot.  Cellar 5 – 12 years."  Geoff Kelly Wine Reviews (((( (18.0 points)
"The 2003 Dog Point Pinot Noir exudes gorgeous, bright, Martinborough-ish, violet perfumes. The palate is quite bony, dry and more austere than the nose would have you think."  Capital Times
"Ruby red colour; on the nose a mix of ripe, black and red fruits infused with violets and rich spiciness; a palate of sweet pulent fruit with well integrated toasty oak gives a firmly structured wine with a lingering finish." James Healy / Ivan Sutherland, Winemakers
Drink Now to 2012.
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