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	OTHER REDS


2004 CAPE MENTELLE ZINFANDEL
!!
$56.00
MARGARET RIVER, WESTERN AUSTRALIA

[image: image1.jpg]CAPE MENTELLE

LIt AN bR |




"A very elegant, fine and modern zinfandel whose meaty expression of jujube-like blackberry, blueberry and tomato-like fruit is framed by a smooth and fine-grained cut of moderately astringent tannin. It's spicy, floral and confiture-like, with a vibrant palate tightly knit with assertive cedar/vanilla oak, fnishing with flavours of dark berries and ripe tomato. I'd prefer a drier and more savoury finish. Drink 2012-2016+."  Jeremy Oliver - 92 points
"Yes, I know that it's 16% alcohol and I know that you wouldn't want to drink it near a naked flame, but it's oh so plush and cedary and tarry and ouzo-like, and the tannins so firm and fine, that it's hard not to find yourself enjoying it. It's neither refined nor defined but I'm inclined to think that I could easily recline in my arm-chair and sup on this with great pleasure. Beautiful oak. Good length. Sweet and hot and exaggerately ripe. Drink: 2006-2009. 91 points." Campbell Mattinson, Winefront Monthly - 91 points 
"After being lucky enough to taste a 1984 Mentelle Zin some years back, I have always have had a soft spot for this wine. Actually, I have to admit I like the variety a lot: good ones are so God damn hedonistic. All that ultra ripe black mulberry/blueberry fruit combined with a hint of tar and medicinal herbs—it's a really interesting variety. As is this latest release from the house of Mentelle. 
Rich, ripe and teetering on edge of being totally over-the-top, the 2004 Cape Mentelle offers masses of sweet black fruit that are held in check by an lake of pippy tannins and juicy acidity. The oak is barely noticeable having been swallowed up by the fruit, as has the 16% alcohol—there is no sign of hotness on the long, spicy finish. Buggered if I know how they manage to get zinfandel so ripe given the Margaret River maritime climate, but I for one are extremely pleased they do. Totally delicious."  Andrew Wood, Divine Magazine
"Deep dark blackish purple. Pure fragrant spices and violets. Anise, liquorice, dried herbs and mocha follow. Liquorice abounds as does dark club chocolate. An elegant style despite the massive alcohol of 16%. Lively and fresh and delivery. Fine tannins with smoky and spicy oak. Dark berry fruit on the plate lingering long. Try with lamb shanks. Cellaring 7 plus years."  Paul Ippolito 
Drink Now  to 2012.
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