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	MERLOT


2004 CRAGGY RANGE SOPHIA MERLOT CABERNET FRANC (375ml) 
$39.95
REGION: HAWKES BAY, NEW ZEALAND
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"Ruby, carmine and velvet, great density, and a fresher hue than The Quarry, superb. Bouquet on this wine is back to the obviously violets and merlot-dominant St Emilion / Pomerol style of Craggy's Gimblett Merlot, but a little quieter at this stage. It is more oaky than that wine, but as with most of these top Craggy reds in 2004, the oak handling is exemplary, well matching the richness of the fruit. Bouquet complexity should develop in bottle. The actual freshness and intensity of berry is stunning. Palate is in one sense merely a more oaky version of the Gimblett wine, designed for a longer cellar life. With its percentage of cabernets, continuing the French analogy, this wine will be a marvellous foil for 2003 and 2005 St Emilions and Pomerols, in future comparative tastings. Cellar 5 – 20 years."  Geoff Kelly Wine Reviews - 19.0 points (((((
"Big, dense red with strong dark berry, licorice, dried spice and classy oak flavours… the wine promises to reward anyone with sufficient willpower to kep it for up to a decade, possibly more."  Bob Campbell MW, Gourmet Traveller Wine - 94 points  (((((
"A powerful and firmly structured red for serious cellaring. This impressive wine is the product of an excellent Hawkes Bay vintage, meticulous viticulture and sensitive winemaking. Collectors and investors take note - this label is destined to become an icon."  Home & Entertaining Magazine – 93 points
"Purple-red, dense and bright, there's a nuance of freshly poured bitumen amongst the sweet vanillin oak on the nose that leads into a palate that is pure concentration and class. With rich powerful flavours of succulent dark plum and cherry fruit, cigar box, violets, hints of chocolate and beautifully polished cedar oak, this is wine that will easily cellar for 10 years, but with its powerful meaty tannins it should be decanted now for utmost enjoyment. Made from a blend of Merlot and Cabernet Franc."  Sue Courtney, www.wineoftheweek.com
Drink Now to 2017
























Symbols:      limited stock   !       very limited stock   !!            hot special   $$$

