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	MAGNUMS


2002 LEEUWIN ESTATE ART SERIES CHARDONNAY (1500ml)  !!
$270.00
REGION: MARGARET RIVER, WESTERN AUSTRALIA

"A succession of brilliant vintages and an extraordinary consistency of style, has made Leeuwin Estate Art Series Chardonnay the most highly prized Australian white wine on the secondary market. Indeed, it now sits with Penfolds Grange in the Exceptional category of Langton’s Classification. The Block 20 vineyard is a source of the most extraordinary and exquisite Chardonnay fruit imaginable."  Andrew Caillard MW
"If you think you’ve seen everything that Leeuwin Estate could throw at its Art Series Chardonnay, think again. I am currently on Night Number Two of my bottle of the 2002 vintage of this stellar wine, a wine that in my opinion will earn the right to be classed amongst the very greatest of its kind. Leaving anything too technical or descriptive aside for the moment, this is one of the most drinkable wines I have tasted for some time. It is complete, satisfying, seductive and very desirable. Every taste conjures something else – another flavour, another texture, another association. It’s effortless, its delicious and it’s the most complete Leeuwin Estate I can ever remember at this stage of its development. 
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Having watched this wine over around thirty hours, my tasting note is perhaps a little more detailed than for most wines. I make no apology. It’s still a pale bright yellow straw colour, and it’s stable and vibrant, set for the long term. The bouquet opens with fresh primary aromas of quince, grapefruit, cumquat and spicy, rather perfumed oak, with lightly herbal undertones of lime juice and wheatmeal. It’s alluring, and easily absorbs what I expect is a fairly high proportion of smoky, toasty new French oak. Encouragingly, the nose appears to be less influenced by oak on day two, a genuine indication that its balance is spot-on. For whatever reason, it won’t be lack of fruit that prevents it from cellaring for at least the Leeuwin Estate Art Series guaranteed minimum of 8-12 years. 

Frankly, though, it’s the palate that is simply astonishing. It’s creamy, juicy and vibrant, delivering a seamless expression of fruit that is initially restrained, but which builds steadily towards a lingering crescendo of assertive, powerful Margaret River chardonnay, without ever losing its effortless elegance and fineness. While there’s a hint of minerality at the finish and a suggestion of bacon-like malolactic influence, this wine is all about brightness and intensity, sublime control and integration. It could have been made by Greg Chappell. It has much in common with the silky and polished Pierro Chardonnay from the same vintage, but perhaps with even a little more structure and complexity. Its expression and definition of stonefruit, citrus and melon chardonnay fruit is near perfect, while its babyfat-like viscosity eases into a lingering finish of tautness and assertive definition. It lasts and lasts, unlike the un-bottomless bottle in my possession, about which my only lingering regret is the fact that I poured about half its quantity into the glass operated by my wife. 

This truly is a great, world-class Australian chardonnay that happens to be widely distributed. Whatever you do, don’t miss out on the experience of drinking it. I rate it more highly than any other previous vintage of this exceptional wine. Drink 2010-2014+."  Jeremy Oliver – 98 points
Selected in James Halliday's Top 101 Wines of 2005: "Long live the King, and there is no death here. This vintage shows yet again why this is the best chardonnay in Australia. It effortlessly shows the flawless and seamless balance and integration of all the winemaking techniques without imperilling the supremely elegant stone fruit, citrus and melon running through a seemingly endless palate. So there. Drink now-2015."  James Halliday - 97 points

"Far more of a cellaring style than recent vintages – which is saying something. It’s tighter than a drum, steely, outstandingly persistent, rich with dried fruit flavour and blessed with terrific integration of fruit and oak – it’s very difficult to tell where one finishes and the other begins. Hold off drinking it for at least two years. Quite sensational. Drink: 2006-2014."  Campbell Mattinson, Winefront Monthly – 96 points 

"A great wine of penetrating grapefruit/citrus, honey and nougat flavours. Powerful and long-lasting. Lively acidity carries the flavour and cuts through the considerable weight and richness of the palate."  (((((  Gourmet Traveller Wine – 96 points
Drink Now to 2035.




































Symbols:      limited stock   !       very limited stock   !!            hot special   $$$

