Canterbury Wines
    Phone 0398305278 or 0403020439
www.canterburywines.net


	SAUTERNES


1983 CHATEAU SUDUIRAUT 1ER CRU CLASSE SAUTERNES          !!
$295.00
REGION: SAUTERNES, FRANCE

To look at the early history of Chateau Suduiraut we must go back to the time of Louis XIV, child regent and later more popularly known as the Sun King. This was the 17th Century, although the Suduiraut family had been here since 1580, when Leonard de Suduiraut, a Bordeaux parliamentarian, married Nicole d'Allard, who owned the land that is today the site of their eponymously named chateau. But it was in the century that followed that the Suduirauts fell foul of the the local Governor, the Duc d'Epernon, who acted by flattening their property, forcing the family to redesign and rebuild. In the process the Comte Blaise de Suduiraut, Leonard's grandson, created one of the finest properties in all Bordeaux.

After the death of Blaise de Suduiraut the property passed to his daughter Marie-Anne, but upon her death it was inherited by her nephew, Joseph du Roy. As a consequence, the chateau was temporarily renamed for a period of time, this being the origin of the phrase Ancien Cru du Roy which can be found on the Suduiraut label. The estate then passed first to another parliamentarian, Jean du Roy, and then Louis-Guillaume du Roy in 1788. Upon his death it went to his widow Marie-Rose-Louise Le Tellier; she, however, had no obvious heir, and upon her demise the estate was bequeathed to her steward, one Nicolas Edme Guillot. Under the tenure of Guillot the neighbouring Castelnau property was purchased, in 1831, and thus the Suduiraut estate expanded considerably; there are still traces of this historical note today, in the name of the second wine, Castelnau de Suduiraut. The newly expanded estate was inherited by Guillot's sons upon his death, and so they held ownership of the property at the time of the 1855 classification of Sauternes and Barsac, when Suduiraut was deemed of Premier Cru quality. Thereafter the property changed hands numerous times, first going to Henri-Ferdinand Rabourdin in 1875, who four years later gifted it to his daughter Lucie, who was married to Emile Petit de Forest, an engineer. In the late 19th Century Suduiraut enjoyed great successes, racking up seemingly innumerable accolades; a ministerial Gold Medal in 1867, the First Prize of the General Council of the Gironde in 1887 and the Gold Medal of the Meeting of Podensac in 1890. The international exhibitions of Paris that characterised the latter half of the 19th Century also saw a slew of awards, and in 1897 Petit de Forest was also commended for his work in reconstituting the Suduiraut vineyards using vines grafted onto American rootstock, the new and highly innovative solution to the scourge of the French vineyard at that time, Phylloxera.

Emile Petit de Forest died in 1899, followed by his wife in 1929, and thus Chateau Suduiraut came to their daughter, Isabelle Petit de Forest. Sadly it is reputed that quality was not maintained under the tenure of Isabelle and her husband, Alfred de Girodon-Pralong, compounded by a swing in preferences away from sweeter styles to drier wines, and in 1940 the estate was sold to the industrialist Leopold-Francois Fonquernie. This provided just the revitalising injection that Suduiraut required; Fonquernie, aided by manager Pierre Pascaud, instituted a program of renovation and improvement in both the vineyards and the chai, and within a few decades Suduiraut was once again turning out wines that matched the reputation held by the estate during the preceding century. Upon his death the estate passed to his daughters, with Madelaine Frouin being the most active. Nevertheless, the property was once again to change hands, as the family sold it on to AXA Millésimes, the wine subsidiary of the AXA insurance group, in 1992. AXA have been instrumental in the revitalisation of other top Bordeaux properties including Chateau Lynch-Bages and Chateau Pichon-Baron. Throughout this time Pierre Pascaud stayed on at the chateau, although the managing director is now Christian Seely, today assisted by Pierre Montégut, who takes on the role of technical director. Alongside them work Michel Essartier and Caroline Gendry, who look after vineyards and chai respectively. 

The Suduiraut vineyards cover 92 hectares of a possible 200, lying at the southern end of the commune of Preignac, a stone's throw from those of Yquem. The terroir is mainly sand and gravel with some clay, and the vines are 90% Semillon and 10% Sauvignon Blanc, with an average vine age of 25 years, planted at a density of 7000 vines per hectare. The nearby Garonne provides the mists that engender the Noble Rot. Harvesting at Suduiraut takes place earlier than many other chateaux, a practice that causes a few eyebrows to rise; the process can work well in vintages where botrytis hits the vineyard early, but not in many vintages when other properties with more nerve may reap the benefits of riper, more botrytised grapes and a greater wine as a result. The yields are typically less than 18 hl/ha. 

In the cellar Caroline Gendry, aided by Alain Pascuad, Pierre's son, manages the vinification. The grand vin here is Chateau Suduiraut.
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Symbols:      limited stock   !       very limited stock   !!            hot special   $$$

