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	CHARDONNAY


2006 LEEUWIN ESTATE ART SERIES CHARDONNAY 
!!
$95.00
REGION: MARGARET RIVER, WESTERN AUSTRALIA
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"Bright and youthful colour; a complex array of nectarine, grapefruit and spice, particularly cinnamon, is offered on the bouquet; the palate exhibits understated power, with grilled nuts supporting the very generous, yet refined, level of stone fruit and oak; the finish is staggeringly long, fine and complex. The adoption (since '05) of screwcaps has brought a collective sigh of relief from its many admirers. Drink: 2011. Maragret River produces Australia's most complex chardonnays and this wine sits at the very top."  James Halliday - 97 points
"This was tasted in July 2008, nearly seven months before its release date. One of the leanest and tightest Art Series, but you'd expect this from such a vintage. Nonetheless, there is great depth and power in the tight structure, with stacks of grapefriut meal and subtle roasted cashew. The cool year resulted in one of the highest malo contributions in Art Series but has added immeasurably to the wine. Need I say it, but this will be another great Leeuwin."  Ray Jordan, The West Australian – 97 points 
"This was tasted a year ago at the estate but was buried in a longer post on a range of Leeuwin Estate wines - it's time it was given it's own place on the site. This wine has not been re-tasted since this note was written in January 2008.
To my tastes this is as good as a young Art Series gets. It's a fantastically restrained, lengthy, elegant wine, its mass of flavour coiled so tight and intricately that it almost presents as delicate. It tastes of grapefruit, fresh-cut lemons, toast, sawdusty oak and green apples. It is very, very long. This vintage was very cool, and it has produced an exceptionally tight, reserved, sophisticated wine that should age for a good long time. Not in-your-face and obvious, but classic. Drink 2102 – 2018."  Campbell Mattinson, The Wine Front - 97 points
"2006 Art Series is one of the very greatest vintages of one of Australia's top Chardonnays ever made. On a world scale, this is as good as Chardonnay ever gets anywhere outside of Burgundy. It strikes the quintessential balance between control and concentration, power and finesse. Its length is so heroic that minutes later nothing has changed the slightest bit in the mouth. As far as 'art labels' go, we would prefer this to a bottle of Mouton-Rothschild."  Matthew Jukes and Tyson Stelzer, Taste Food & Wine 2009 
“Hailing from the coolest Margaret River vintage in history, this wine underwent more post-fermentation sorting of parcels than any before it. The result absolutely swallows its 100% new oak. Incredible minerality, utter concentration and yet extreme finesse, it has length like none other than Le Montrachet itself."  Nick Stock, Wine100 – 97 points

"So, I'm just going to come straight out and say it; the 2006 Leeuwin Art Series Chardonnay may well be the greatest white wine ever made in Australia. This is a big statement on a very subjective topic, but bear with me as I stumble through my reasoning.
Most wine in Australia is made with the head - boardrooms, budgets, an identified cost of production to hit a required price point - kind of like the way I would have imagined the Toyota Corolla was born. Nothing wrong with that of course, I sell and drink these wines all the time. This approach produces wines that are often very good, satisfy a demand, but can be formulaic. Some wine is made with the heart, usually by family owned wineries that toil for generations to understand their piece of land and the varieties on it. The wine is made with a zealous pursuit of excellence, the price a result, not a cause; this wine invariably reflects the affinity these farmers have with their land, there is a unique sense of place to them. To stick with the car analogy, more like Ferraris than Corollas.

So the reason I feel Leeuwin's 2006 Art Series Chardonnay should be seriously considered as Australia's greatest-ever white wine is not just its technical exactness or its blinding fruit quality or its seamlessly long intensity. It's more than that. I feel that this wine is now judging itself not against its own past vintages but against the very finest wines in the world. In doing so it carries the global flag for Australian wine and elevates our industry's opinion of itself and what we think we can achieve."  Scott Taylor, WA Business News
"Leeuwin Estate's Art Series is the true 'White Grange', Australia's best white wine. Clear-yellow in the glass, Leeuwin Estate's 2006 Art Series unfolds to an elegant yet generously ripened nose, displaying quince, grapefruit and nectarine aromas with a restrained influence of butter/vanilla oak and cashew nuts. Incredibly textured in a full, smooth, creamy and well-weighted style, its ripe fruit flavours of banana, passionfruit and white stonefruits merge seamlessly with an extract of fresh cedar/vanilla oak, evolving into a delightfully persistent, very long finish framed by vibrant, polished, fluffy acids and lingering fruit. There's a faint candied aspect to its fruit core emanating from high alcohol (14.5%) and opulent ripeness, but it contains more than enough texture, depth, balance and length to handle it. Cut from a different mould than many refined, elegant and tight modern Australian chardonnays, the hedonistic 2006 Art Series is another exemplary drop, which further underlines its status as Australia's most consistently outstanding wine. Drink to 2016."  Chris Plummer, Australian Wine Journal – 96 points 
"The colour is brilliant and youthful green straw. 

The nose shows the influence of the coolest growing season experienced in Margaret River with the usually dominate ripe stone fruit taking a backseat to the more refined grapefruit, granny smith apples and almonds. 

The palate shows incredible restraint with a youthful freshness of grapefruit and citrus characteristics. 

The wine is astonishingly focused across the palate with a lingering finish of citrus blossom, the wine evolves with a fine line of acid to help provide the remarkable length of flavour that persists in the mouth minutes after drinking."  Winery Notes
Drink Now to 2020.




































Symbols:      limited stock   !       very limited stock   !!            hot special   $$$

