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	CHARDONNAY


2005 VOYAGER ESTATE CHARDONNAY
!!
$39.95
REGION: MARGARET RIVER, WESTERN AUSTRALIA

"Again shows why the golden triangle of Margaret River (Leeuwin Estate, Devil's Lair and Voyager Estate) make such superb chardonnay; there is a taught intensity to the fabric of the wine, allowing the nectarine, grapefruit and melon to play at will with new French oak and come out on top. Superb balance and length. 13.4º alc. Drink Now - 2016."  James Halliday - 96 points
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"This is the perfect Margaret River chardonnay. It's full of that sun-kissed quality that the region's chardonnays are famous for, but it's also tight and refined, lingering long and lovingly on the tongue as it slides purely over it. Pear, nectarine, fennel, white flowers, cashew, grapefruit - it's all going on here, though it's all beautifully entwined. This is a top grade, regionally definitive, wine. Sunny, sure, significant. Drink: 2007-2013."  Campbell Mattinson, The Wine Front - 95 points

"Has deep baby pineapple, really intense, with incredible purity and mealy complex. Tangy and zesty on the palate, with concentrated peach and peel and subtle oak smoke. Just the right amount of chew. Awesome chardonnay but not for the faint-hearted."  Tim White, Australian Financial Review - 95 points
"Tasted April 2007: A stunning, powerful and wonderfully restrained Chardonnay. This is further evidence of how far Australian Chardonnay has come in a short time, with the fat, ripe, melon and oak characters of yore now making way (as they are here) for a new philosophy that favours citrus, pear and subtle lees derived characters. Voyager have been on this path for some time, it must be said, but this minerally and composed Chardonnay is surely their finest effort to date. Drink: 2008-2014."  Grant Dodd, The Wining Pro – 95 points
"It starts with an intricate nose of tangerine peel, some delicate white stone and citrus fruits, leesy notes, too, that all follow through on the palate with good attack. Wonderful texture and creaminess on the palate but matched with purity of flavour from the pristine fruit. Amazing depth and length. In a word, stunning."  Jane Faulkner, The Age

"Margaret River makes chardonnay at the more powerful, fuller-bodied end of the spectrum. Voyager is an up-and-coming winery whose wines are still a bit underpriced compared to the biggest names such as Moss wood, Cullen and Leeuwin Estate. This is a deep, powerful chardonnay, albeit in the slightly more refined modern style, that still delivers a welter of flavour – especially if you keep it for a year or so before drinking. It smells of roasted hazelnuts and stone fruits such as ripe peach, with subtle buttery and yeasty lees embellishments. Drink Now-2012, with lobster or roast chicken."  Huon Hooke, The Age Good Weekend
"Tangy aromas of lime, grapefruit and minerals overlie lightly spicy and dusty oak. Lean and focused, its tight and somewhat reserved expression of melon, grapefruit, lemon and lime unfold layers of depth and flavour. Bound by a refreshing cut of mineral acidity, it’s long, stylish and finely balanced, with just a slight question mark against some slightly drying oak. Drink 2010-2013."  Jeremy Oliver - 93 points

"The best Margaret River chardonnay is superb indulgence, and Voyager Estate is one of the region’s elite. The ’05 is very refined, deliciously complex wine. A core of grapefruit and honeydew accented fruit character is perfectly seasoned with subtle lees and oak inputs, adding touches of nut brittle and vanilla cream. Those complex flavours are harmoniously woven together in the mouth, and it feels superfine in texture."  (((((  Ralph Kyte-Powell, The Age Epicure – Autumn's Top 90 Wines
"In the past few years, Australian chardonnay lovers (contrary to some reports, there are plenty of us out there) have been rejoicing and drinking because, stylistically, there are more outstanding examples being produced. The benchmark is much higher these days. For Voyager Estate's winemaker Cliff Royle, making wines that express varietal character, including the place where the vines are grown. And he's stoked about the 2005 chardonnay – classic Margaret River. 'The '05 is the best chardonnay we've made,' says Royle matter-of-factly. 'It's a combination of all the things I like: the slightly fruitier vintage from here but as with the '04, theres all that structure.' While Royle looks toBurgundy for inspiration, citing Domaine Laflaive as the pinnacle for whites, he's making Margaret River wines and wants to express that region elegantly but with some pizzazz."  Jane Faulkner, The Age

"These wines, while over $20, represent value irrespective of price and complete the list of my best wines for 2007…"  Jeff Gordon, Melbourne Times – Best Wines for 2007 over $20
"Voyager's Cliff Royle has emerged as one of Margaret River's best winemakers in recent years. Chardonnay is a strong suit, and this '05 shows why. It's very refined, smelling of grape-fruit, honeydew, nut brittle and vanilla cream. It's elegant and harmonious in the mouth, with delicious flavour, great persistence and a tasty dry end. Drink over three years plus."  (((((  Ralph Kyte-Powell, Epicure Uncorked

Drink Now to 2013.





































Symbols:      limited stock   !       very limited stock   !!            hot special   $$$

