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	CHAMPAGNE


1999 PERRIER JOUET BELLE EPOQUE
!!
$245.00
REGION: CHAMPAGNE, FRANCE
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"The enamelled glass bottle is the most distinctive of all the deluxe champagnes, doing secondary duty as countless lamp stands around the world. The wine (50% chardonnay, 42% pinot noir, 5% pinot meunier) is much more than a pretty face, here surmounting the challenging vintage, with a textural play between supple white peach fruit, chalky minerality, and a delicately creamy mouthfeel. It is noted for the way it develops in bottle over a decade or more."  James Halliday’s Top 100 of 2008 – 96 points
"A touch of earth and mushroom and then a burst of prettiness with lemon, cream wafer biscuits and mineral. It's a wine, true to style, of elegance and finesse with light fresh flavours of lemon, biscuit and mineral. A fine persistent fluffy mousse, clean dry acidity and a very long lemony finish complete the picture. Balance and composure describe it best. It can get missed in the crowd this vintage, but not if you have a sharp eye for quality. Drink: 2009-2019."  Gary Walsh, The Wine Front – 94 points 

The straight Belle Epoque is a blend of 50% Chardonnay, 45% Pinot Noir and 5% Pinot Meunier. The strength of this prestige cuvée is finesse and elegance rather than power or fruit, so for this reason inexperienced critics have been known to discount Belle Epoque, having been underwhelmed on first tasting. Some have even accused Perrier-Jouët of putting more effort in to the design of the bottle than the wine that goes into it. These critics have laid bare their lack of understanding of a wine that possesses impeccable balance, something far more valuable than powerful fruit. With appropriate bottle age these wines reveal their true class, the high quality origins of the fruit from some of the best sources in the region.

Drink Now - 2020. 















Symbols:      limited stock   !       very limited stock   !!            hot special   $$$

