Canterbury Wines
    Phone 0398305278 or 0403020439
www.canterburywines.net


	CHAMPAGNE


1999 BOLLINGER GRANDE ANNEÉ 

$185.00
REGION: CHAMPAGNE, FRANCE

A prestige cuvee of superb and consistent quality, typically full bodied. As the name implies, Bollinger's vintage champagne is only released during 'great' years. On average the blend is composed of 65% pinot noir and 35% chardonnay, and about 95% of the grapes come from the Premiers and Grands Crus villages. Each wine is individually fermented in oak casks prior to blending and the "Grande Annee" is aged for a minimum of five years in its bottle.

"Drinking Bollinger is somehow a more serious affair than other Champagnes. It's James Bond's favourite tipple and you get the feeling that while other houses are quite happy to have naked models cavorting around with a bottle of their wares in hand, this would be frowned upon at Bolly HQ. And quite rightly, as frankly what is in the bottle is so good that little else needs to be said. The newly released 1999 Grande Annee is stunning. Bollinger is characterised by its richness and structure and the 1999 doesn't disappoint. Ripe pears, spice, a touch of toffee on the nose, held together by a structured palate. Surprisingly approachable, although will take on extra layers of complexity over the next 10 years."  Hamish Anderson, Arena
"65% Pinot Noir; 35% Chardonnay. Early flowering commenced on June 10th after a dry yet cold winter. Late June experienced cold and rainy conditions which cause many to experience coulure however a hot and dry July, and a very hot August, certainly "made the wine." September was crisp and harvest, commencing mid-September, was conducted in hot and dry conditions.

Composed of grapes from 16 villages (75% Grand Cru and 25% Premier Cru), with juice exclusively from the Cuvee, and then 100% barrel fermented in individual pieces, lot by lot, Cru by Cru, La Grande Annee 1997 was then put through second fermentation under real cork with lees ageing of at least 5 years, with manual riddling and disgorgement. Potential alcohol of 12 degrees and acidity of 8.4 grams/litre was recorded. Dosage was between 7 and 9 grams per litre."  Winery Notes
Drink Now to 2020.
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Symbols:      limited stock   !       very limited stock   !!            hot special   $$$

