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	CHAMPAGNE


1998 VEUVE CLICQUOT LA GRANDE DAME

$275.00
REGION: CHAMPAGNE, FRANCE
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"It was no more than a toss of a coin to choose between this and the similarly priced '98 Perrier Jouet Belle Epoque: both are majestic wines with an impeccable pedigree. La Grande Dame comes exclusively from eight grand cru vineyards owned in 1805 by the 27-year-old widow Nicole-Barbe Clicquot-Ponsardin, who drove the business to the top tier of champagne. The wine named in her honour was launched in 1977 to mark the bicentenary of the company. A glorious, glowing yellow-green, it is wonderfully rich, textured and layered, yet has finesse and a finish that goes on forever. Pure class from start to finish."  James Halliday Top 100 of 2007 - 97
"Light gold. Rich, smoky aromas of buttery pear, peach and smoked meat, complemented by exotic spice accents and a hint of white flowers; seems livelier on the nose than the deep, rich 1996 version. Weighty citrus and orchard fruit flavors are framed by juicy acids, and come across as a bit youthfully stunted right now. With air a note of poached pear emerged, along with a suggestion of toffeed hazelnut. Give this a few years."  Stephen Tanzer - 92 points
"The Cuvee - Uncompromising quality. The Star of La champagne is composed by only the best crus: 64% Pinot Noir grapes from the Grands Crus at Ay, in the Grande Vallèe de la Marne, and at Verzenay, Verzy, Ambonnay and Bouzy in the Montagne de Reims. 36% Chardonnay grapes from three Grands Crus: Avize, Oger and Le Mesnil-sur-Oger in the Cote des Blancs.

La Grande Dame 1998 has a pale gold colour with jade glints. The wine is crystal clear, with unbelievably fine bubbles. On the first nose, typical Chardonnay characteristics come to the fore, with the arrival of floral and mineral aromas (acacia, ferns, chalk). By agitating the wine, scents of candied fruit (citrus fruits, apricots, quince) and sweet almond emerge, to reappear  later in the mouth. After rotating the wine for a few minutes more, rare notes such as peaty malt, tobacco and delicate herbs, are gradually unveiled. This aromatic, impressively complex bouquet is confirmed in the mouth. On the palate, the wine is clear-cut and pure, perfectly balanced with a delightful silky smoothness. 

La Grande Dame 1998, with its lace-like construction, has a long, lively, and structured finish. This wine has unbelievable ageing potential. The1998 vintage of La Grande Dame, the quintessence of the Veuve Clicquot style, reaches a peak of refinement, without losing its legendary strength produced by a blend including nearly two-thirds of Pinot Noir."  Winery Notes
Drink Now to 2030.
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Symbols:      limited stock   !       very limited stock   !!            hot special   $$$

