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	CHAMPAGNE


1996 SALON CUVEE 'S'
!!
$499.95
REGION: CHAMPAGNE, FRANCE
So rare are the vintages of Salon Le Mesnil, only 37 have been produced in the past century. Each new vintage celebrates a heralded harvest in the landscape of Champagne.  Now Salon Le Mesnil has reached a spectacular summit, according to Director Didier Depond, with its 1996 vintage. Exploding with aromas and freshness, this new vintage offers breathtaking heights and extraordinary character. The 1996 vintage – at the top of this rare, elite collection – is being compared to the legendary 1928, which is considered one of the greatest vintages in Champagne history – powerful, structured, complex, intensely aromatic – a vintage dreams are made of.

[image: image1.jpg]SALON

A de BLANCS

' "/ .//mm/
=L OF mf«f‘{ce‘;w\\zolﬁ \m\\-\
\ A




"Wouldn’t it be lovely if we could drink Salon Le Mesnil every day? This is an incredibly beautiful, sophisticated, lavishly appointed bubbly with an exquisite blend of aged yeast notes smelling of lightly toasted brioche layered atop scents of vanilla, Meyer lemon, chalk and minerals all in the most seamless and creamy of fashions. Its mousse is smooth but energetic and comes with appropriately pinpoint-sized bubbles. Sporting all the finesse that Blanc de Blancs can manage yet rewardingly deep and rich in flavor, this wine is easily the most impressive bottling in this go-round of world-class bubblies."  Charles Olken, Connoisseurs' Guide to Californian Wine – 97 points
"Quite simply, this is the greatest Salon I’ve tasted, and one of the handful of greatest champagnes I’ve tasted. The wine shows tremendous finesse along with tightly-wound power to go with the chalky lemon aromas and flavors, and great intensity and focus. Already impressive, but beginning in 10-15 years, this will be one of the great Champagnes of all time."  Claude Kolm, The Fine Wine Review – 96 points
"Incredibly complex, intense bouquet of smoky, leesy orange, pear, licorice, minerals...The super concentrated citrus, quince and pear liqueur flavors...positively explode across the palate. Elegant, poised and precise in a manner rare for a wine with such flavor intensity. The vibrant, minerally, extremely long finish simply doesn’t let up. This should age effortlessly for a decade or two."  Stephen Tanzer's International Wine Cellar – 95 points
"Bone dry, this is a stunning wine that shows the aging qualities of the 1996 vintage as well as the intensity of Salon. It is packed with acidity and firm green fruits, leaving a twist of lemon and nuts on the finish."  Wine Enthusiast – Editor's Choice, 95 points
"Perhaps the least-known, rarest, and, one could argue, best of Champagnes, this astonishing wine...is only made in exceptional vintages (37 in the last century). The 1996 is pale yellow and layered with flavors of green apple, grapefruit, pear, and tart kiwi."  Robb Report
"Salon is intended for long aging. In 1996, the power of the vintage adds a few years to the wine’s longevity, while making it nearly unapproachable on release. What’s apparent is the potent flavor of ripe fruit, as succulent as nectarine, as tangy as lime zest. Then the acidity emerges, piercing every baroque layer of flavor, needing a decade or more to relent. It may begin to reach maturity 25 years from the vintage, and continue to evolve beyond that."  Wine & Spirits – 93 points (90-94 pts outstanding)
"Graphite, tobacco and coconut aromas and flavors wrap around the firm spine in this elegant, powerful Champagne. It lulls you on the midpalate, then comes back in a wave of vanilla on the finish. Drink now through 2020."  Wine Spectator – 93 points
Drink Now to 2025.
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