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	CABERNET SAUVIGNON


2008 CULLEN DIANA MADELINE CABERNET MERLOT
!!
$95.00
REGION: MARGARET RIVER, WESTERN AUSTRALIA
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"A blend of cabernet sauvignon and merlot. Red fruits, spice, briar and violet aromas; this is a wine with lots of detail. It's clean, concentrated and elegant, with a long finish and ample, persistent tannins that run the length of the palate."  Huon Hooke, Gourmet Traveller Wine - 96 points  (((((
"This cabernet-dominant blend was picked at precisely the point Vanya Cullen decided the grapes had reached optimum ripeness. A sophisticated mistral blower on the sorting table removing leaf fragments and infertile berries, and a return to a basket press, have all combined to produce an extremely refined wine that is quite different to the earlier vintages."  James Halliday, Top 100 - 96 points

"Vanya Cullen is an extraordinarily talented winemaker and her top-of-the-range red is always eagerly awaited. This is biodynamic and beautiful; elegant and complex but not at all green and stalky. It’s a million miles away from most Australian reds in style with just 12.5% alcohol, but I like it a lot. If I’d been told it was from a left bank Bordeaux producer from a goodish year I wouldn’t have been at all surprised. If you enjoy big Barossa reds this cabernet merlot won’t thrill you, but if you favour reds that are stylish, medium-bodied and intriguing then you’ll be captivated. And it will almost certainly cellar well for a decade or two. Treat yourself. $105."  Winsor Dobbin, www.winsordobbin.com.au 
“The 2008 vintage of the Cullen flagship red wine, which was made from 86% Cabernet Sauvignon and 14% Merlot, is a particularly elegant example of this renowned wine style. Part of the reason for this elegance stems from the benefits of using biodynamic viticulture as this has led to a marked improvement in the structure and oxygenation of the soil. This in turn has enhanced tannin ripening. As a result, the fruit can be harvested earlier at lower sugar levels and higher natural acidity. The alcohol concentration of the finished wine is lower in line with levels sought by Cullen Wines. All of this creates a wine which is elegant and balanced.
The elegance can also be attributed, in part, to the beneficial effects of using a recently-acquired Mistral® apparatus, which removes the leaf material and infertile berries from the quality fruit in the winery. This method of berry sorting provides cleaner fruit than the bunch sorting that was previously used in the vineyard. In addition, Cullen Wines have now turned to the old and well established practice of employing a basket press. To their delight, they have found that this leads to the extraction of only fine quality tannins.
Deep rich red, with strong crimson on the meniscus. Intense, clean and fresh perfumed aromas, derived from the blackberry, plum and mulberry fruit characters, are backed by good vanillin oak. Elegant and very well integrated palate, with the fresh and clean blackberry and plum characters carrying through from the bouquet. Cellar at least 15 years."  Vanya Cullen
Drink Now to 2030+. 
























Symbols:      limited stock   !       very limited stock   !!            hot special   $$$

