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	CABERNET SAUVIGNON


2005 CULLEN DIANA MADELINE CABERNET MERLOT
!!
$105.00
REGION: MARGARET RIVER, WESTERN AUSTRALIA
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"Wow! Elegance meets structure, meets sophistication. Scented with violets and sweet cedary new oak, its perfume of small red and black berries, dark cherries reveals complex earthy undertones with a hint of gravel. Full to medium in body but steeped with vibrant flavours of dark berries, cherries, its seductively smooth but opulent palate revels in its marriage of fruit, oak and firm, Graves-like chalky tannin. Exceptionally long and perfectly harmonious, it’s both polished and powerful, with a brilliant future. Drink 2025-2035."  Jeremy Oliver - 97 points

"Vanya Cullen only knows how to make great wine, here juggling cabernet sauvignon (75%), merlot, malbec, cabernet franc and petit verdot. In archetypal Cullen style, it has a backbone of ripe but persistent tannins to the array of black fruit flavours, which have the density and intensity to easily carry the wine through to its very long plateau of maturity. Drink 2010-2030 with roast saltbush lamb."  James Halliday's Top 100 of 2008 – 96 points
"This beautifully crafted, concentrated and nedium-to-full-bodied wine is the latest in a long list of great Margaret River cabernets from Vanya Cullen over the years. Ultra perfumed with violets, cedar, earth, blackcurrants, dark cherries and a hint of complexing bell pepper, the palate is still backward – with finely grained and very persistent tannins rounding out a wine which will require at least five years to soften. Should be drinking well 15 to 20 years from now."  Philip Rich, Australian Financial Review, Top 20 Wines of 2007
"This is a Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, Malbec, Cabernet Franc and Petit Verdot red blend of epic proportions from respected winemaker Vanya Cullen of this leading Australian wine producer. Nineteen months in French oak has resulted in a wine that is drinking beautifully right now but with the restraint and power that augurs for a very long and prosperous future. Black fruits, hints of vegemite, currants, spicy plums and roasted meats are only some of the contributors to a complex array of characters in the aroma profile of this wine. Revealed in layer upon layer, complexity abounds. Seamless in mouthfeel, balanced and just beautiful flavours. Good coffee mocha oak, ultra fine tannins, a touch of silkiness – indeed a very classy and elegantly structured red with lingering liquorice and dark chocolate on the finish. Try this Wagyu beef. Drink to 2027 plus."  Paul Ippolito - 96 points  [95-97:Superb – A memorable drinking experience]

"My top WA wine of the year. It’s opulent, succulent, well structured, fleshy and velvety, with fine, slinky tannins."  Peter Forrestal, Top 100 Drops – 19.0 points
"Left wing wine: I collapse, boneless, here. The lively berries, the naughty spring meadowflower freshness, the wicked lollyshop musk and bright violets and lavender that you never see in 100% cab are here, thanks to the mad persistence of Vanya Cullen’s hatred of chemicals, full bore plunge to perfect guzzling blended squish, and absolute pursuit of biodynamic hooley dooley holiness. Cab sav, franc, merlot, malbec and verdot be perfumed here, sans sprays and poisons. It friggin rocks. Close table or bedside supping now; real mushy wedding shit in a decade or so."  Philip White, The Independent Weekly – 95++ points
"This is a boomer. It is the best since 2001. It is strong, pure, muscular, wrapped in big arms of tannin and statuesque in its bright, clean, dark fruit profile. There’s a sense of the tall, dark and handsome about this. It presents as a straight, perfumed, controlled burst of plums, blackcurrant, cedar, cigarbox, musk, chocolate and cloves, the merest tip of eucalypt giving it lift and life. This is a 20-year, long-haul wine. Don’t touch it for a long time. Blend this year is cabernet sauvignon 75%, merlot 16%, malbec 5%, cabernet franc 3% and petit verdot 1%. Drink: 2018-2027+."  Campbell Mattinson, The Wine Front - 95 points
"This year a blend of 75% cabernet, 16% merlot, 5% malbec, 3% cabernet franc and 1% petit verdot with the grapes being grown according to Bio-Dynamic principles. In order to get into the spirit of things I swirled the wine anti-clockwise while suspending a crystal over the top before tasting. Actually, I think there really is something in this Bio-Dynamic wines lark, and to paraphrase the great Reeves & Mortimer – 'I don’t know how it works…but it does!'.

Aromas of violet, sweet cherry, berry, bayleaf, a little beef stock and most attractive lead pencil oak with hints of asprin that some young screw-capped wines show. On the palate full bodied but very reserved and controlled with cherry, berry, clove, bayleaf and cedar flavours. Masses of mouthcoating firm tannins and noticeable cheek puckering acidity lay the foundations for decades of development. There is little pleasure to be found in this wine at present so don’t even think about thinking about opening one for at least ten years. It’s great but wait. Drink : 2018 - 2030+."  Gary Walsh, Winorama – 95+ points
"The Margaret River Cabernet pair in this year's 100 may perhaps be a little predictable, but they won their places fair and square by simply tasting the others clean off the page.2005 DM is a huge wine with firm tannins and a long life ahead of it.It reminded me of some 2005 Paulliacs, which are typified by their intricate marquetry overlaying a muscle-bound core of unyielding cassis fruit.It seems that MR has bounced back this year to the top of the International Premier League Cabernet Team – welcome back."  Matthew Jukes – 100 Best Australian Wines 2008
"This is a great wine and one of the very finest Bordeaux blends ever produced at Cullens. It was made using all of the five red grape varieties of Bordeaux, with Cabernet Sauvignon comprising three quarters of the blend. Merlot was the next most important contributor with 16%, followed by Malbec (5%), Cabernet Franc (4%) and Petit Verdot (1%). The wine has benefited from having been matured for 19 months in French barriques, of which 70% were new.
Magnificent deep inky red with strong purple meiniscus. Youthful, concentrated and intense pot-pourri of dark berry fruits on the nose. Powerful and sumptuous, with the wonderful black cherry flavours in the middle palate being backed by fine-grained tannins and leading into a rewardingly long and lingering finish. Cellaring: At least 15 years."  Vanya Cullen

Drink Now to 2035. 
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Symbols:      limited stock   !       very limited stock   !!            hot special   $$$

