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	CABERNET SAUVIGNON


2003 CULLEN DIANA MADELINE CABERNET MERLOT
!!
$99.00
REGION: MARGARET RIVER, WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Yet another superb vintage of what is arguably the best and most consistent of Australia's flagship wines. 
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Selected in James Halliday's Top 101 Wines of 2005: "A blend of 72% cabernet sauvignon, 20% merlot, and 4% each of petitverdot and malbec from the hand of Vanya Cullen, named to honour her late mother. Crystal clear colour, bell-clear, intense redcurrant and blackcurrant fruit, built-in tannins and high quality French oak all make for a classic wine. Drink Now-2030."  James Halliday - 96 points
"A deeply fruited, finely balanced, firm and long-living cabernet blend. Its alluring, dark perfume of violets, cassis, mulberries, dark cherries and blood plums is supported by fragrant and fine-grained chocolate/vanilla and cedary oak, with undertones of forest floor. Satiny soft, its plush palate of juicy small berry and cherry flavour is framed by firm, powdery tannins and backed by smooth, polished chocolate oak. Charming, spotlessly clean and beautifully measured. Drink 2015-2023."  Jeremy Oliver - 95 points

"Another great Diana Madeline, with characteristic, refined fruit and monumental structure and length. Intense black and red currants and red cherries swirl with hints of nettles, spice, herbs, mint and cinnamon. Cashew nut French oak (50% new) is firm, but pushed into its rightful second place by the fruit. All it needs is time for the oak to integrate and the very persistent, firm, fine tannin structure to soften. Impressive. 72% cabernet, 22% merlot, 4% petit verdot, 4% malbec. It was showing even better when retasted on 10/12/05. Best drinking around: 2013-2023."  Tyson Stelzer, Top 500 Wines 2005-2006 – 95 points (Exccellent Wine)

"This wine was made from a blend of the same four Bordeaux grape varieties as last year. The final blend comprised 72% Cabernet Sauvignon, 20% Merlot, 4% Malbec and 4% Petit Verdot. The Baumés of these varieties at the time of picking typically lay in the range of 13 to 14°. All of the wine was matured for 15 months in French oak, of which 52% was new. The final alcohol concentration of this wine was 13.5%. Deep red with vibrant purple on the meniscus; already displays classic and seductive varietal cigar box characters on the nose, together with fresh violet and mocha aromas; cedary oak at the front of the palate leads into a complex amalgam of blackcurrant and black cherry flavours with a touch of cigar box, which are perfectly integrated with the soft but firm tannins. The palate is already very complete. Cellaring: 10 - 15 years."  Winery notes

Drink Now to 2025.

























Symbols:      limited stock   !       very limited stock   !!            hot special   $$$

