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	CABERNET SAUVIGNON


2001 CULLEN CABERNET MERLOT 
!!
$145.00
REGION: MARGARET RIVER, WESTERN AUSTRALIA

"The wine was bottled six weeks ago and the tasting bottle had just been opened. The first and most obvious observation is the consistency of style and quality in these wines. At present the wine is locked up tighter than the bank vault on a long weekend but a perfect structure is provided by the velvety, creamy ultra fine grained tannins, balanced but unobtrusive acid and obvious deep concentrated fruit. The body weight is muscular, so it's bigger than the 2000. Structure is big solid layered and tight with an intricate diverse level of complexity; this is a wine with a long finish that will age beautifully. Put simply, this wine is awesome and I will make a big call and say not only is it one of the best wines I have ever tasted, but in my opinion in time it will be one of the best wines ever produced in Australia. Rating? Who needs one with a wine like this! – tasted Feb 03." Ric Einstein, www.torbwine.com
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"There's absolutely no stopping Cullen, the signature vineyard and winery in Margaret River. Last weekend the Cullen family played host to a number of media, trade and friends and over two mornings staged vertical tastings of their premier wines, the Sauvignon Blanc Semillon blend, Chardonnay and Cabernet Sauvignon Merlot. An exceptional and world-class event that few wineries could match in quality terms, it became an appropriate tribute to the life and work of Diana Cullen......The other astonishing new wine, and one I rated at least the equal of any other at this tasting, was the 2001 Cabernet Sauvignon Merlot, of which a small portion of around 180 cases was sealed under a screwtop cap. It was winemaker Vanya Cullen's intent to seal more of this wine this way, but a technical packaging hitch prevented her from doing so. I believe the screwcapped bottles have largely been sold out, and they were only available from the cellar door. The interesting thing was just how different the two bottlings actually tasted. The wine sealed under cork (19.4 points, drink 2013-2021+) was everything a Cullen red should be: a superbly polished, presented and harmonious wine of perfume and strength, but the power it exuded was restrained and measured. Saturated in deep fruit and revelling in its cedar/mocha oak influences, it's the complete package, even a little more assertive than the excellent 2000 vintage. As if to contrast and simply make a point, the screwcapped bottling is precisely, according to the current vernacular, a fruit bomb. So much so, in fact, that you can hardly see the oak, which gives you an idea of what real fruit intensity is about. It's heady and opulent, succulent and meaty, and offers a simply unreal length and persistence of exaggerated fruit. Given time, in my experience of red wines sealed this way, the wine will change from the freakish to the simply wonderful. But it will take time, I think, about a decade longer than the cork-sealed alternatives. Drink 2013-2021+."  Jeremy Oliver - 97 points

"Bright, electrifying crimson purple. The nose shows eggy sulphur (not a concern) at first but in time blows perfumed herbs, ripe mulberry, blackcurrant and cedar – it’s hard work but over time a sense does develop that this is something special. It’s not until the wine hits your tongue though that its greatness is revealed – or inferred. In short, it’s dramatically structured, with a palate that’s brooding and powerful and wrenched tight, with finegrained tannins that rattle right back through the palate in classical style and in doing so bolt its rage of blackcurrant/black cherried fruit rigidly in place. This is a tremendous, statuesque, upstanding wine that shuns cuddly generousity and likeability for the sake of a commanding sense of respect. It’s a lesson in how a superior, young, ageworthy cabernet should look. Drink: 2015-2025."  Winefront Monthly - 97 points.

"Its sheer class shines through the trappings of extreme youth, a controlled explosion of blackcurrant, spice and blackberry, ripe tannins and French oak. Drink Now - 2020."  James Halliday - 96 points

"Made from what is a superb cabernet year in the Margaret River, and named in honour of Di Cullen, who sadly passed away this year, this is without question one of the really great Cullen cabernets – of which there have been a few. Made from 75% cabernet and 25% merlot, this deep crimson-purple-coloured wine has aromas of ripe, pure blackcurrant cabernet fruit, together with cedar and vanilla from perfectly handled French oak, 40% of which was new. The palate has wonderful persistence of flavour and length. Ripe, fine-grained and supple tannins round out a wine that is elegant and concentrated and that will keep improving for many years. This is one of the year's very best wines."  Philip Rich, Australian Financial Review, Top 20 Wines of 2003

"An awesome, dense, black colour with magnificent ripe jube fruit aromas seamlessly integrated with cedary oak. Superb, concentrated, varietal fruit on the palate. The oak is subdued and mellow."  (((((  Winestate Magazine
Drink 2008 to 2020.

























Symbols:      limited stock   !       very limited stock   !!            hot special   $$$

