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	CABERNET SAUVIGNON


2001 CAPE MENTELLE CABERNET SAUVIGNON 

$89.95
REGION: MARGARET RIVER, WESTERN AUSTRALIA

TOP 10 WINES OF THE PAST DECADE - Philip Rich, Australian Financial Review
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Also included Philip Rich's  Top 20 wines of 2005: "This is a wonderful return to form for one of Margaret River's most illustrious names. Very deep in colour, this immensely powerful and complex cabernet has aromas of blackcurrant, licorice, cedar and olive tapenade; while the palate confirms how good this wine is. Its richness, perfectly handled and integrated oak, and supple, fine-grained and persistent tannins provide the structure for this wine to become even softer and more complex over the next 10 to 15 years – and makes it one of my favourite wines of 2005."  Philip Rich, Australian Financial Review, Top 20 Wines of 2005
"This is a real cabernet. It’s not opulent, it’s not over-ripe, it’s not shiraz, and nor was it meant to be. It’s fine and gravelly and strong in its aroma, there is nothing fragile here, and then the palate impales the initial impression and does not let it go anywhere: currants, yes, but moreso ash and cedar and gravel and bitterness, with dry dark chocolate appearing but only as stumps to the house of its stylish, long flavoured, anti-sweet, rakingly tannic body. In 12 to 15 years time, this wine will not only say something grand about Margaret River cabernet, but will match food like all-too-few others. Drink: 2015-2025." Campbell Mattinson,  Winefront Monthly - 96 points 
"Cape Mentelle’s return to prominence with cabernet sauvignon continues with this alluringly complex and tightly crafted long-term wine. Its dusty, cigarboxy bouquet of cassis and dark plums, dark olives and cedar/vanilla oak reveals meaty undertones and aromatic floral qualities. Smooth and silky, it’s firm and fine-grained; a structured wine whose slightly closed and brooding core of blackberries, cassis and plums is tightly interwoven with tannin and oak. Drink 2013-2021+"  Jeremy Oliver – 95 points
"From an exceptional vintage and weighing in with 15 percent alcohol, this is one of the biggest Mentelle cabs ever made. It's a wine of great power and concentration, which pushes alcohol to the limit but manages to preserve its varietal and regional integrity. Herbal, crushed-leaf and mint regional characters come with blackcurrant, linseed, toast and black olive flavours. It's a powerhouse, with a great deal of fruit sweetness, flesh and classic, firm Margaret River tannins bringing up the rear."   Huon Hooke, Australian Gourmet Traveller Wine - Wines to Cellar  ((((( 
"The best Cape Mentelle cabernet for years is incredibly fine and elegant yet incredibly powerful and robust at the same time: it has utterly pristine regional/varietal flavours of tiny blackcurrants and eucalypt as well as massive, tongue-hugging tannin and extraordinary length. Wow."  Max Allen, The Weekend Australian
"From the outstanding 2001 Margaret River vintage, the only thing this  wine is lacking is time in the cellar to allow the oak to integrate and the fruit to come forward. This is an outstanding Cape Mentelle Cabernet which will be very long-lived. The bouquet is a concoction of chalky river pebbles, capsicum, dust, tobacco, geranium, bay leaf, tomato bush, coffee and dark chocolate aromas. Intense black currant and red cherry fruit is the driving force behind a beautifully structured palate, supported by fine, grippy, mouth-filling tannins. Excellent length; great wine. Rated identically when retasted on December 9. Best drinking around: 20011-2021." Tyson Stelzer, Top 500 Wines 2005-2006 – 94 points (Excellent Wine)
"Rich, gently savoury blackcurrant, earth and dark chocolate; medium to full-bodied; excellent tannin structure, good oak. No brett; lovely wine."  James Halliday - 94 points

"This is one of the best Cape Mentelle cabernets I've tasted in a long time – everything's right here. First, there's a hint of mint and lavender on the nose before a heady aroma of mixed berries, cassis, vanilla, dark chocolate and tobacco kicks in. It's very juicy, lusciuos and palate filling with the oak complementing not dominating and firm tannins to close. Still a bit closed, this wine needs time to develop, so be patient, for a year or two at least."  Jane Faulkner – The Age Good Life
"This has to be one of the most reliable brands in Australia, consistently turning out wines of amazing quality from a wide array of grape varieties. The semillon sauvignon blanc blend is invariably brilliant, the chardonnay, a varietal tour de force, while the shiraz and the zinfandel are always memorable and immensely satisfying. But for founding winemaker, Davis Hohnen, it's the cabernet sauvignon that's his 'holy grail', his continued quest for a dry red to stand with classified Bordeaux." Paddy Kendler
Drink Now to 2025.





















Symbols:      limited stock   !       very limited stock   !!            hot special   $$$

